
141st Stated Meeting
The Presbytery of Southern New England

First Presbyterian Church
Stamford, CT
May 1, 2010

The 141st Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Southern New England was called to order at
9:37 am in the Sanctuary of the First Presbyterian Church, Stamford, CT, by the Moderator
Elder Judy Babcock, who offered an opening prayer.

FORMING OF THE ROLL:
Stated Clerk Bill Thomas reported that the roll was being formed through the registration
for the meeting and that a quorum was present.

MINISTERS PRESENT: 59
Annunciacao, Gerson Holleck, Tiffany Nicely Priest, Joan Withers
Arner, Susan Johnson, Tracy A Ramsey, Glenn
Asher, Susan Jung, Johanna Johns Robinson, Graham
Beams, Ann Laird, Kathryn Kibbie Roh, Dae Joon
Castner, Edward LaSala, Marie Sausville, gretchen
Caton, Christine Lindsley, Dana F Schreiner III, Samuel A.
Clark, Stephen Loder, Cory Shippee, Arthur
Davis, Kathleen Lundgren, Donald K. Snell, Georgia Ann
Davis, Terrence Mahan, James K. Speers, Thomas
Delmar, Christine McNaughton, Marilyn Stanford, Katherine
Duffy, Edward F. Mehr-Muska, Tracy Tate, Chris
Epperson, Eileen Mena, Danilo Terry, Paul
Faithfull, Gail Merz, John Thayer, Steven
Fisher, Thomas Meyerhoffer, Anne Marie Thies, Mary Marple
Foster, Christine Miller, Joseph Trucksess, Susan Power
Fuller, Julia Notley, Patrick Van Dyke, David
Gestal, William Olson, Susan Webster, John
Gilmore, Paul Pfeil, Susan Willson, Barbara Sterling
Goettler, William Poole, Frank Wright, Heather P.
Highsmith, Martha Porizky, Mark

MINSTERS EXCUSED: 12
Conboy, Thomas Glenn, James
Crawford, Adele Little-Andrade, Heather
Davis, Stephen Maxwell, William
Doll, Greg Opsahl, Laura
Evertsberg, William Porizky, Barbara
Ferguson, John Smith, Stuart



ELDER COMMISSIONERS FROM CHURCHES: 53

Ashaway: Babcock
Donna Litwin
Jennifer Adams

Barrington
Hannah Miller
Betsy Dietrich

Brookfield
Ann Thomas
Granville Reed

Cranston: Faith
Claire Motta

Cumberland
Richard Grubb

Darien: Noroton
Jim Rusiackas

Enfield: Calvary
Hal Hall
Richard Sterling
Richard Wezowicz

Fairfield: First
Herbert Smith
Eugene Kwapong

Fall River: Calvary
Not represented

Fall River: Christ
Gerson Roca

Fall River: United
Not represented

Granby: Pioneer Valley
Not represented

Groton: St. Andrew
Not represented

Greenwich: First
Charlene Roberson
Wayne Branom
Helen Louise Branom
Michelle Binnie
Tolman Geffs

Hamden: NH Korean
Not represented

Hartford: First
Jane N. Murray
Alice Evans

Manchester: Hartford
Korean
Not represented

Milford: United
Justin Roberts
Suzanne Wolmering

New Canaan: First
Cathy Newman

New Haven: CT Korean
Young Lee

New Haven: First
Jim Whitney
Mary Webber
Teddy Hagle

Newport: First
Ralph Thomas

Old Greenwich: PCOG
Walter Baker
Shirley Prey

Providence
Dan Blackford

Springfield: Christ
Lillie Hickerson
Robert Tongue

Springfield: MLK
Lisa Baker

Stamford: First
Meg Nosenzo
John Harter
Ann C. Cox
Lawrence A. Cox
Mary-Starke Wilson

Stamford: TOR
Not represented

Warwick: Greenwood
Barry Baxter
Stephen Nazareth
Harry Curran

Warwick: Woodbury
Not represented

Waterford: Crossroads
Penny Webster
John Succo

W. Hartford: Westminster
Ellen Smith
Anne Carney
Janet Wade-Utay
Thomas Buckley

Westerly: Dunn’s Corners
Not represented

Wilton:
Daniel Delmar
Max Gabrielson
Cathy Thomas

MEMBERS OF THE PRESBYTERY COUNCIL: 4
Elder Judy Babcock Elder William Thomas
Elder Tom Taylor Elder Pat Wales

CERTIFIED ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF: 1
Pam Garner

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS: 3
 Rev. Phil Gehman from the Board of Pensions
 Angel P. Suarez-Valera from the GMAC New Immigrant Groups Ministries in the USA
 Rev. Julio Queiroz from the Presbyterian Church of Brazil



VISTORS: 13

TOTAL PRESENT

TOTAL REGISTERED ATTENDANCE: 133

MINISTERS ABSENT: 105
Ahn, Shin Hedlund, Lori Robertson, Frank
Alter, Robert Hwang, John Robertson, Jill
Appel, Beth Johnson, Gordon Rockness, David
Baez, Samuel Jun, Matthew Rodkey, John
Blackadar, Murray Keller, James Ruppart, Randall
Bollier, John Kelsey, David Sandel, John S.
Braddock, Matthew Kim, Keun Soo Showalter, William
Brooks, Edwin Kim, Sun Gil Sloan, Karen
Brooks, Virginia Lantz, Bob Smanik, Virginia
Carvalhaes, Claudio Lewicki, David Soares, Denise
Chang, Wilson Lindner, John Soares, Edward
Chase, David (R.K.) Line, M. Allen Speers, Jr., T. Guthrie
Couch, Ed Lockhart, James Sugg, Robert A.
Danks, Ed Lover, William Sullivan, Thomas P.
Dannesfelser, Richard Ludeman, Ross Sundquist, Ralph R.
Deifell, Jey  J. Marion, Patricia Sweet, John D.
DeWolfe, Norman Marshall, Peter Teague, David
Dietrich, Wendell S. Mellon, David Troeger, Thomas
Drake, Brandi Minor, Ron Udell, Harold
Evans, Robert Newberry, Charles (Terry) Unsell, Frances
Feroe, Russell North, Carol Unsworth, Richard
Field, Jane Orr, Mark Van Deusen, Richard
Fletcher, Stuart Peel, Craig L. VanDerbeck, Holmes
Forman, Charles Perry, Robert M. Veon, Robert
Fuhrmeister, Anne Phillips, Jim Vought, Rick
Fuhrmeister, John Pietsch, William V. Watermulder, David
Garren, Royal Pomeroy, George Webster, Charles
Gibson, Robert Porter, Frederick West, Frank
Goudreau, Diane Prasse, Barbara Wilburn, Gary
Graybill, David Prasse, Edgar Wiley, Robert  J.
Greer, Bob Ramos, Jovelino Wills, David
Hager, Barbara Robbins, Cynthia Winter, Jeffrey
Kimatu, Joseph Rockness, David Witter, Thomas
Martinez, Jamie Harris Rodkey, John
Heath, Emily C. Ruppart, Randall

ADOPTION OF THE DOCKET
Presbytery VOTED to adopt the docket as revised. Enrollments and introductions will
now come before the report from the Committee on arrangements; the report of the
Nominating Committee, Commissioning Commissioners to General Assembly, and a
Meeting of the Corporation will be held to provide for the nomination and election of
corporation officers. (Appendix I)

ENROLLMENT AND INTRODUCTIONS
Corresponding members were introduced and enrolled; guest ministers and first time
Commissioners were introduced and welcomed. The Moderator introduced Rick Ufford-
Chase who was our preacher and group leader. The schedule for the day was discussed by
the Moderator. The Moderator welcomed The Rev. Phil Gehman from the Board of
Pensions. Presbytery also welcomed Angel P. Suarez-Valera from the GMAC New
Immigrant Groups Ministries in the USA and the Rev. Julio Queiroz from the Presbyterian
Church of Brazil. Presbytery VOTED to enroll them as corresponding members.



COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS
Rev. David Van Dyke welcomed the Presbytery to the First Presbyterian Church of
Stamford, CT.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF THE VICE MODERATOR
Elder Pat Wales from the Nominating Committee nominated Rev. Martha Highsmith as
Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery. There were no nominees from the floor. There was a
motion to cease discussion and to direct the Moderator to declare a unanimous motion to
elect. Presbytery VOTED to elect Rev. Highsmith as Vice-Moderator.

WORSHIP
During the Service of Worship, Elder Judy Babcock and Stated Clerk Bill Thomas and
members of their churches participated in the Installation of Elder Tom Taylor and Rev.
Martha Highsmith as Moderator and Vice-Moderator. After answering the Constitutional
questions in the affirmative, Elder Tom Taylor was installed as Moderator and Rev.
Martha Highsmith was installed as Vice-Moderator. Elder Judy Babcock offered a prayer
of thanksgiving. She then gave to Elder Tom Taylor the stole and cross as symbols of the
Moderator’s office.

Rick Ufford-Chase, former Moderator of the GA, preached a sermon on Evangelism. He
highlighted the work several churches have done to change themselves to reflect the
changing communities in which they were involved. Evangelism means being able to
minister to those around you.

Rev. Mary Thies and Rev. David Van Dyke officiated at the Sacrament of Holy
Communion for the Presbytery.

Elder Bill Thomas presented the Necrology Report celebrating the faith and service for
those servants of Christ who have died since our last annual meeting.

 The Rev. Neal Herndon
 Elder Louise Emerson Howe, First Presbyterian Church, New Canaan
 Elder Samuel Thomas, Calvary United Presbyterian Church,  Fall River
 Elder Philip Saber, Calvary United Presbyterian Church,  Fall River
 Elder Arthur Hutchinson, First Presbyterian Church, Stamford
 Elder Arlene Quigley, First Presbyterian Church, Stamford
 Elder Julia Stevenson, Noroton Presbyterian Church, Darien
 Elder Robert J. Bergstrom, First Presbyterian Church, New Canaan
 Elder John Brash, First Presbyterian Church, Hartford
 Elder Louis Saber, Calvary United Presbyterian Church,  Fall River
 Elder Elsie Margaret "Penny" Stafford, Providence Presbyterian Church
 Elder William Wuerch, Dunn’s Corners Community Church, Presbyterian,

Westerly
 Elder John Roberson, First Presbyterian Church, Greenwich

After Worship, Moderator Taylor assumed the Chair of the meeting and took a moment of
privilege to thank outgoing Moderator, Elder Judy Babcock, for her work and leadership in
the last year.

CONSENT MOTION
The Stated Clerk presented the Consent Motion. The Stated Clerk MOVED:



1) That the Presbytery grant excuses from attendance at the 141st Stated Meeting to those
needing the same, but that the Presbytery suspend the reading of their names.

2) That the Presbytery grant excuses for early departures from the 141st Stated Meeting
for those requesting the same by signing their names on a list maintained at the Clerks’
desk, but that the Presbytery suspend the reading of their names.

3) That the Presbytery seat as corresponding members those ministers for whom a
request is made at the beginning of the meeting.

4) That the Presbytery approve the minutes of the sessions as noted in Appendix II.

5) That the Presbytery receive, with regret, the resignations of:

 Rev. Lori Hedlund, as member of the Committee on Ministry
 Elder Lois James, as member of the Committee on Preparation for Ministry
 Rev. Ned Castner, as member of the Personnel Committee

6) That the Presbytery, at the Request of Rev. Laird, dissolve the Associate Pastor
relationship between the Rev. Kathryn Kibbie Laird and the First Presbyterian Church
of Greenwich, Ct, effective April 11, 2010, if the way be clear.

7) That the Presbytery, at the request of Rev. Wiley, dissolve the Pastoral relationship
between the Rev. Robert J.(Jud) Wiley and the Calvin Presbyterian Church of
Cumberland, RI effective April 4, 2010, if the way be clear.

8) That, being a member in good standing and at his request, Jud Wiley be removed from
the exercise of ordained office per G-6.0600.

9) That Presbytery approve the terms of call for Rev. Joan Priest as Interim Associate
Pastor at Greenwich: First be approved. Terms of call as noted in Appendix III.

10) That the Presbytery approve the minutes of the 140th Stated Meeting held on February
6, 2010, as printed in the “Minutes” section of the PSNE website.

11) That the Presbytery invite to the meetings of Presbytery following this meeting and
including the annual meeting in 2011:

 those sessions with reported membership greater than 575  to send four (4)
additional commissioners,

 those sessions with reported membership between 375 and 574 to send three
(3) additional commissioners,

 those with reported membership between 175-374 to send twp (2) additional
commissioners, and

 Those with reported membership between 75 and 174 to send one (1) additional
commissioner.

The Presbytery VOTED to approve the Consent Motion.

REPORT OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Rev. Joan Priest brought the Report of the Personnel Committee.
The Personnel Committee MOVED another five year term for Stated Clerk Bill Thomas. He
has agreed to serve if elected. Presbytery VOTED to elect Stated Clerk Thomas for another
five year term.
Rev. Joan Priest honored Pam Garner, PSNE Office Manager, for her service to the
Presbytery for the past 15 years. She was given a plant and a prayer was offered in
thanksgiving for her work.



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER
Rev. Dana Lindsley addressed the Presbytery offering thanksgiving for the work of many
people working in various ways in the Presbytery: Judy Babcock, Barbara Hager, Paul
Terry, Bill Schimpf and Bill Thomas.
He discussed the format of this Presbytery meeting. The business section has been
shortened for the purpose of meeting in discernment groups following lunch.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL
Elder Judy Babcock brought the report of the Council. Council has received a letter from
the Presbyterian Church of Old Greenwich asking for a Review Team to be appointed for
the “Discerning the Way” process.

Presbytery received a letter, dated March 23, 2010, addressed to Executive Presbyter, Rev.
Dana Lindsley, and Stated Clerk, Elder Bill Thomas.  The letter requested that Presbytery
begin the Discerning the WayProcess with PCOG following their congregational meeting.
Pastor Gestal and Clerk Walter Baker were authorized by Session to

i. communicate the result of the meeting of the congregation
to the appropriate Presbytery officials and

(i) identify and coordinate the start-up steps prescribed by the “DTW”
process with appropriate Presbytery representatives and PCOG Session.

PCOG has kept the Presbytery appraised of their growing concerns through numerous
documents, correspondences, and our voice at Presbytery.

Minutes of the 3-18-10 Council meeting are attached as Appendix X.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
Rev. John Webster brought the report of the Committee on Ministry.
 Presbytery VOTED to approve the revised draft policy for Members at Large,

Appendix IV.  This draft policy was originally presented at the November, 14, 2009.
The Presbytery voted to return the draft policy to the committee at the February 6,
2010 meeting.

 The Committee on Ministry MOVED that the Presbytery approve the draft policy for
Validated Ministries. The committee feels that the draft policy with the standards of
ethical conduct for ordained officers concisely delineates an adequate PSNE working
policy for members in validated ministries.

Rev. Bill Goettler MOVED that the final paragraph of the draft policy for Validated
Ministries (Appendix V) be deleted. Presbytery VOTED NOT to approve this motion.
There was a call for the division of the house. The Moderator called for a standing vote.
It was 47 for and 48 against the motion.

Presbytery VOTED to approve the Policy as noted in Appendices V and VI.

 Presbytery examined Candidate Nancy Boldt McLaren for ordination to the
ministry of Word and Sacrament and membership within this Presbytery upon her
ordination.  Nancy has a call to be Director of Children’s and Family Ministries at First
Presbyterian Church, New Haven. Following discussion, it was MOVED to call the
question. Presbytery VOTED to cease debate and proceed to the vote. Presbytery
VOTED to approve the candidate for Ordination. The service of ordination will be held
on May 16, 2010 at 7 pm at the First Presbyterian church, New Haven CT.  Nancy’s
terms of call are approximately $32,000.

 Presbytery examined Candidate Timothy Luddy for ordination to the ministry of
Word and Sacrament and membership within this Presbytery and then dismissal to the
Presbytery of Genesee Valley upon his ordination. Tim has accepted a call to be Pastor
of Brighton Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY. Presbytery VOTED to approve the



candidate for Ordination. The service of ordination will held on May 2, 2010 at 4 pm at
the Calvary Presbyterian Church, Enfield, CT.

 Presbytery voted to receive Rev. Alonso Dacunha into membership as pastor for the
Igreja Presbiteriana Brasileira de Hyannis (Hyannis Brazilian Fellowship), if the way
be clear, as provided by the Book of Order G-11.0404 a and b. Rev. Dacunha is a
member of the United Presbyterian Church of Brazil, which does not recognize the PC
(USA). This congregation has now become a fellowship under the Church
Development Committee. Alonso has had a special training program on Polity, the
Confessions and the Constitution. After completion of the training program he was
interviewed by the Committee on Ministry. Following the examination, Presbytery
VOTED to receive Rev. Dacunha into membership.

Vice-Moderator Highsmith asked the constitutional questions of the three candidates.
Having answered the constitutional questions in the affirmative, the candidates were
approved for ordination. A prayer for the candidates was offered by Rev. Steve Clark.

Rev. Gerson Annunciacao invited the Presbytery to a May 23 reception at 7:00 pm to
welcome Rev. Alonso Dacunha into his work with the Brazilian Fellowship.

 Presbytery VOTED to approve the request of the Rev. Cory B. Loder that he be
Honorably Retired effective June 1, 2010.

 Presbytery VOTED to approve the request of Rev. Georgia Ann Snell that she be
Honorably Retired, if the way be clear.

Rev. Mary Theis spoke in thankfulness for the ministries of Rev. Loder and Rev.
Snell in our Presbytery.

The Moderator recognized the order of the day, asked for the will of the body to change the
order. Presbytery VOTED to continue deliberations.

 The Committee MOVED that the Presbytery validate the ministry of Rev. John Merz.

Elder Walter Baker moved, and it was seconded, to refer the MAIN MOTION “that the
Presbytery validate the ministry of the Rev. John Merz” to the Committee on Ministry
with the following instructions:

At the September 2010 meeting of the Presbytery, the COM is requested to act as
follows:

1. reporton the status of the constitutionally mandated review of “Annual
Report” for each minister performing service beyond the jurisdiction of the
church (G-11.0411.),

2. for each “annual review” which is complete, state whether or not the COM
found the service to be compliant with all of the criteria enumerated in G-
11.0403, without exception (as required by G-11.0411) and with the
additional written criteria approved by the COM,

3. for each “annual review” which is complete, recommend whether the
Presbytery should re-new permission for the minister member to continue
in such service beyond the Presbytery’s jurisdiction (G-11.0411.)

4. inform the Presbytery about the plan of the COM (i) to complete “annual
reviews”for other validated ministries, including members-at-large, and
(ii) to submit recommendations for action on such reviews by the
Presbytery.

5. given the information reported publicly to the Presbytery (on the floor and
the website) vis-à-vis Rev. John Merz, submit a written report duly
approved by the COM which sets forth the (i) processand the (ii) rationale



for having determined that Rev. Merz has been found compliant with all of
the criteria enumerated in G-11.0403, without exception (G-11.0411) and
with the specific written criteria approved by the COM.

Presbytery VOTED NOT to recommit the motion. There was a call for a vote count
which was 24 yes - 82 no.

It was MOVED to call the question. Presbytery VOTED to suspend debate and proceed
to the vote on the motion.

The Moderator recognized Elder Stephen Nazareth who commented that he, as a
member of this body who has traveled a great distance, over 2 hours, found it
despicable and un-Christian to proceed on such an important matter as validating the
ministry of Rev. Merz without any debate. Elder Nazareth stated that there are serious
issues and ramifications that needed to be discussed and debated prior to a vote. Elder
Nazareth said that he was denied both voicing my opinion as well as hearing others
opinions.

Presbytery VOTED to validate the ministry of Rev. John Merz. There was a call for a
division of the house. The vote was 81 yes - 23 opposed.

As result of the vote approving the validation of Rev. John Merz’s ministry, 16
members and commissioners signed a protest (G-9.0304) citing an irregularity on the
grounds that the Committee on Ministry and Presbytery erred when they determined
that the criteria had been met without exception to G-11.0403 and the PSNE Validated
Ministry policy.

Those signing the protest are:

Rev. Paul A. Terry
Rev. Tracy Johnson
Rev. Julia A. Fuller
Rev. Steven Thayer
Rev. William Gestal
Rev. Stephen L. Clark
Elder Claire Motta, Faith Presbyterian Church, Cranston
Elder Walter Baker, Presbyterian Church of Old Greenwich
Elder Lisa Baker,  MLK Community Presbyterian Church, Springfield
Elder Lillie P. Hickerson, Christ Presbyterian Church, Springfield
Elder Arthur R. Thomas, First Presbyterian Church, Newport
Elder Robert Tongue. Christ Presbyterian Church, Springfield
Elder Harry J. Curran, Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, Warwick
Elder M. Barry Baxter, Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian,
Warwick
Elder Stephen Nazareth, Greenwood Community Church, Presbyterian, Warwick
Elder Shirley Prey, Presbyterian Church of Old Greenwich

Under our polity, a protest does not initiate a judicial action.  When the Presbytery
prepares an answer to the protest, it shall be entered in the minutes. An answer
terminates the protest.

On behalf of the Committee on Ministry, Rev. Stephen Clark recognized the 50 year
ministries of Rev. John Webster, Rev. Donald Lundgren and Rev. David Hare.



Rev. Stephen Clark offered a celebratory prayer of thanksgiving for these servants of
Christ.

The Moderator adjourned the meeting for lunch.  Vice-Moderator Martha Highsmith
offered a grace for the meal.

Announcements were available during lunch in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.

Moderator Taylor reconvened the meeting of Presbytery at 1:38 pm in Fellowship Hall.

REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF PENSIONS
Rev. Phil Gehman brought an update from the Board of Pensions.
He thanked the Presbytery for welcoming him. He highlighted some of the resources of the
BOP available to members. He discussed the ups and downs of the recent economy, and
the effect on members’ pensions. Pensions remain fully funded and secure. There are
questions about the changes in the health plan as a result of Health Care Reform. The goal
of the Board is to give members quality care. Active Health is the new health care
management company. Members are encouraged to develop a personal health record with
Active Health.

The Board of Pensions has many educational resources available at www.pensions.org.
Some of these resources are for financial planning as well as a tax resource center and
employee assistance.

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
Rev. Paul Terry presented the Trustee’s Report.
 The Board of Trustees MOVED that the policy of the Presbytery shall be to contribute

per capita funds to General Assembly and the Synod of the Northeast to the extent that
they are received from the congregations of the Presbytery.

Following discussion, the Motion was amended to provide for a review of this policy
after a year.

Presbytery VOTED NOT to approve the amended motion.

 A $15,000 loan was made to the Tumaini Fellowship without review by the Board of
Trustees. In spite of this, the Trustees MOVED that Presbytery approve the loan
between the CDC and the Tumaini Fellowship. Presbytery VOTED to approve this
loan.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS
Elder Pat Wales brought the report of the Nominating Committee.
The Nominations Committee placed the following names in nomination before the
Presbytery as members of the Presbytery Committees in classes as indicated:

Church Development
Class of 2013

The Reverend Gerson Annunciacao
The Reverend David Watermulder
The Reverend Royal Garren

Ecclesiastical Relations
Class of 2013

Elder Stephanie Bracket (United: Milford)
Elder Ray Parker (Groton: St. Andrew)
The Reverend Georgia Ann Snell



Committee on Ministry
Class of 2013

The Reverend Stephen Clark
The Reverend Susan Pfeil
Elder Charlene Roberson (Greenwich: First)
Elder Ralph Jones (New Haven: First)
The Reverend Barbara Sterling Willson
The Reverend David Graybill

Class of 2012
The Reverend Susan Arner

Personnel
Class of 2013

Elder Austin Harbinson (Fairfield: First)
Committee on Preparation for Ministry

Class of 2013
Elder John Harter (Stamford: First)
The Reverend Dae Joon Roh
The Reverend Maria LaSala

Class of 2012
The Reverend Joe Miller

Social Justice
Class of 2013

The Reverend James Mahan
Stewardship and Mission

Class of 2013
Elder Doug Ray (Warwick: Woodbury)
The Reverend Joseph Kimatu

Trustees
Class of 2013

Elder Ernest Jung (Brookfield)
Elder William Schimpf (Fairfield)
Elder Ralph Reynolds (Noroton)

Class of 2011
Elder Susan Frew (New Haven: First)

Class of 2012
The Reverend David Rockness

Youth
Class of 2013

Ms. Nancy McLaren (Greenwich: First)
The Reverend gretchen Sausville
The Reverend Rick Vought

Class of 2012
The Reverend Kathryn Kibbie Laird

Nominations were made from the floor:
The Rev. Paul Terry, Nominations, class of 2013

Presbytery VOTED to elect Rev. Paul Terry to the Nominating Committee.

Presbytery VOTED to elect the Nominees listed in the Nominating Committee report to
serve on these committees.



The Nominating Committee placed the following names in nomination before the
Presbytery as Committee Chairpersons and members of the Presbytery Council for a one
year term:

The Reverend Martha Highsmith Vice Moderator
The Reverend Marilyn McNaughton Council Chairperson
The Reverend David Watermulder Co-Chair, Church Development
Elder David Miller Co-Chair, Church Development
The Reverend Arthur Shippee Ecclesiastical Relations Chair
The Reverend John Webster COM Co-Chair
The Reverend Stephen Clark OM Co-Chair
The Reverend Joan Withers Priest Personnel Chair
The Reverend David Van Dyke CPM Chair
Elder Stephanie Brackett PW Representative
The Reverend Tracy Johnson Stewardship and Mission Chair
Elder William Schimpf Trustee Chair
The Reverend James Mahan Social Justice Chair
The Reverend Chris Tate Youth
The Reverend Beth Appel At large member of Council 2013

The Nominating Committee MOVED that the By-laws be set suspended to elect
The Rev. John Webster as co-chair of COM, because he has served for six years,
and is being elected for another year. Presbytery VOTED to suspend the Bylaws.

There was a nomination from the floor to elect Rev. Paul Terry to serve as Chair of
the Nominating Committee.

There was a nomination from the floor to elect Elder Pat Wales to serve as Chair of
the Nominating Committee.

Paul Terry declined the nomination.

Presbytery VOTED to close nominations. Presbytery VOTED to Elect Elder Pat
Wales Chair of the Nominating Committee.

Presbytery VOTED to elect the list of nominees offered by the committee.

COMMISSIONING THE COMMISSIONERS TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Rev. Martha Highsmith led a service of Commissioning for the Commissioners elected to
attend the meeting of the 219th General Assembly. The commissioners are:

Elder Tom Taylor
Rev. Tom Speers
Elder Ernie Jung
Rev. Frank Robertson

Presbytery prayed for these commissioners.

Presbytery adjourned to reconvene as the Corporation of the Presbytery of Southern New
England.

MEETING OF THE CORPORATION
Elder Bill Thomas opened a meeting of the Corporation for the purpose of electing
Officers.



Elder Pat Wales of the Nominating Committee presented the Nominees for officers of the
corporation:

William Schimpf, President of the Corporation
William Showalter, Treasurer of the Corporation
William Thomas, Secretary of the Corporation

Presbytery VOTED to elect these officers.

Presbytery VOTED to adjourn the meeting of the Corporation, and reconvene as a
meeting of the Presbytery.

Rev. Steve Clark acknowledged the ministry of Jud Wiley and his service to Calvin Church
and the Presbytery.

STATED CLERK’S REPORT

1. At the April 15, 2010 Synod Stated Clerk’s Conference, the PSNE minutes for 2009
were read with the following exceptions and commendations noted and will be
reported at the October Synod meeting:

 The report of the annual review of Presbytery 2008 minutes by Synod were not
recorded in the 2009 minutes

 The was no record that COM had received and reviewed the annual reports of
ministers performing work which is beyond the jurisdiction of the Presbytery,
that COM had recommendations to Presbytery, and that Presbytery had acted
on the recommendations

 The minutes do not indicate that the Presbytery followed the AA/EEO as per G-
11.0502 g

 The actions relative to new calls did not include the date of the congregational
meeting and the name of the moderator of the meeting. (G-14.0500)

2. The summary of the Annual Statistical Report is attached as Appendix VII

3. The changes in membership of the PSNE are shown in Appendix VIII.

4. The annual adjustment of the imbalance between clergy and commissioners is shown
in Appendix IX.

5. The Stated Clerk is required by D-5.0206b to keep a current roster of those members
the Permanent Judicial Commission whose terms have expired within the past six
years and is required to report the roster annually to Presbytery.  Terms expired in:
2004    None
2005    Elder Mark Carta (Wilton)
2005    Rev. William Goettler
2005    Rev. Connie Jordan- Haas
2006    None

2007 Elder Martha Fix (Groton: St. Andrew)
2007 Rev. John Sandel
2008 None
2009 Rev. Martha Highsmith
2009 Elder Thomas McNeill (Hartford: First)
2010     None

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business to come before the Presbytery.

NEW BUSINESS
It was MOVED to elect Elder Ralph Jones to serve as Overture Advocate to the 219th

General Assembly to advocate for the Overture 06-10 which the Presbytery approved at a
prior meeting and forwarded to the General Assembly.

The policy adopted at the 128th Stated Meeting of Presbytery (February 2007) states that:
 Overture Advocates are distinct from Alternate Commissioners



 Overture Advocates will be considered only when PSNE is the originating sponsor of
the overture (not a partner on overtures that originate in other presbyteries).

 If approved, PSNE would share the cost of the Overture Advocate jointly with the
sponsoring session(s) of the overture, and would pay those costs only for the length of
time when the GA committee considers the overture.

Presbytery VOTED to elect Ralph Jones as Overture advocate to General Assembly.

There was no other new business to come before the Presbytery.

The Moderator announced that the next regular meeting of the Presbytery of Southern
New England will be called to order at 9:30 am on Wednesday, September 15, at a place to
be determined.

Presbytery VOTED to adjourn.

The Moderator Tom Taylor led the Presbytery in prayer to adjourn the meeting at 2:35 pm.

Following the meeting, the Presbytery was led in a discussion time with Rick Ufford-
Chase.

Attested:

William G. Thomas
Stated Clerk
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141st Stated Meeting of the
Presbytery of Southern New England

First Presbyterian Church,
Stamford, CT

Saturday, May 1, 2010
PROPOSED DOCKET

9:00 Registration
9:30      We Gather in God's Name

Call to Order and Prayer by the Moderator Elder Judy Babcock
Forming of the Roll and Adoption of the Docket
Enrollments & Introduction of First Time Commissioners Elder Judy Babcock
Committee on Arrangements Rev. David Van Dyke
Nomination and Election of the Vice Moderator Elder Pat Wales

9:45 Worship - Communion
Installation of Moderator & Vice-Moderator Elder Judy Babcock

Moderator:            Elder Tom Taylor
Vice-Moderator:  Rev. Martha Highsmith

Sermon - Evangelism Rick Ufford-Chase
Necrology Prayer Elder Bill Thomas

10:45   Mission and Ministry of the Presbytery
Consent Motion Elder Bill Thomas
Personnel Committee Rev. Joan Priest
Executive Presbyters Report Rev. Dana Lindsley
Council Report  (Ref. A) Elder Judy Babcock
Committee on Ministry (Ref. H) Rev. John Webster
Board of Pension Update Rev. Phil Gehman
Trustees Rev. Paul Terry
Nominations Committee Elder Pat Wales
Commissioning the Commissioners to General Assembly Rev. Martha

Highsmith
Meeting of the Corporation Elder William

Schimpf
Nomination & Election of Corporation Officers Elder Pat Wales

Old/New Business
12:00   Adjournment
12:00   Luncheon

Interactive Reports (available during and after the luncheon)

1:00    Discussion Time/Small Groups
Conversations with Rick Ufford-Chase

Discussion with Discernment Task Force
2:00    Close Discussion Time with prayer

Announcements for all Presbytery events and committees will be on a PowerPoint
projection at the Registration table and in front of the sanctuary from 9:00 to 9:30;
and from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
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Ecclesiastical Relations Committee
May 1, 2010

Review of Session Records

CHURCH REVIEWER RECOMMENDATI
ON

EXCEPTION
S

Milford:
United

B. Hager Approve 0

Stamford:
First

B. Hager Approve 1

Darien:
Noroton

B. Hager Approve 1

W. Hartford:
Westminster

B. Hager Approve 0

Newport B. Hager Approve 0

Wilton G. Walsh Approve 1

New Haven:
First

G. Walsh Approve 0

Brookfield B. Hager Approve 0

Reports for the following churches weredue but not received by press
time:
Ashaway: Babcock Enfield: Calvary
Fall River: United Fall River: Christ is Life
Granby: Pioneer Valley Groton: St. Andrew
Hamden: New Haven Korean Manchester, Korean
Springfield: MLK Warwick: Greenwood
Westerly: Dunn’s Corners

Due for signing at Nov. 2009 meeting but not presented:
Warwick: Woodbury

Due for review Sept. 2009 but not received:
New Haven: CT Korean
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Rev. Joan Withers Priest

Interim Contract
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Presbytery of Southern New England
Committee on Ministry

MEMBER-AT-LARGE POLICY

A member-at-large is a minister of the Word and Sacrament who has previously
been admitted to the presbytery or another presbytery as an active member, and
who now, without intentional abandonment of the exercise of ministry, is no longer
engaged in a ministry that complies with all the criteria for a validated ministry.

Minister members of the Presbytery of Southern New England may be designated
as Members-at-Large by the presbytery if they meet one of the criteria listed below
provided that it is their intention to return to validated ministry when the criterion
no longer applies.

Criteria for Status of Member-at-Large:

1. Health. Ministers who are unable to undertake ministry because of illness or
disability. Persons with long term disability may remain in this status
indefinitely.

2. Transition. A minister who is leaving a parish call or other validated
ministry and who is actively seeking a call may be placed on the rolls as a
Member-at-Large while his or her PIF is being circulated or until engaging
in a ministry that qualifies for validation.

3. Family Responsibilities. Ministers who have the responsibility of caring for
members of their family (children, parents, spouse, etc.), by choice or
necessity, and are therefore unable to undertake active ministry.

4. Graduate Study. Ministers who are enrolled in graduate study related to
their ministry may be designated as Member-at-Large until the completion
of their studies.

5. Minister spouse of a minister member. The spouse of a minister member of
the presbytery, who is himself/herself an ordained PC (USA) minister or
ordained minister in a formula of agreement denomination, may be received
as a Member-at-Large.

6. Service Ministries. Ministers engaged in a ministry that meets the standards
stated in G-11.0403a and b, “demonstrable conformity with the mission of
God’s people in the world as set forth in Holy Scripture, The Book of
Confessions, and the Book of Order” and… “is one that serves others, aids
others, and enables the ministries of others,” but does not meet one or more
of the other standards for validated ministry may be granted Member-at-
Large status at the discretion of the Presbytery upon recommendation of the
Committee on Ministry.



A member-at-large is entitled to take part in the meetings of presbytery and to
speak, vote and hold office

A minister granted member-at-large status is expected to be involved in a PC
(U.S.A.) congregation or Formula of Agreement* congregation, to attend
presbytery meetings, and to demonstrate active involvement in the mission of the
presbytery (such as, for example, serving on a Presbytery committee) with the
intention of returning to active member status.

Ministers granted Member-at-Large status are required to submit an annual
Specialized Ministers Report.

The Committee on Ministry will annually review the status of members-at-large
using the guidelines of the Book of Order and the presbytery’s current policy
statement (s). The decision as to whether to recommend Member-at-Large status
will be based on a review of the overall nature and purpose of the ministry.

______________________

These criteria shall be maintained in a public space by posting on the internet site
of the PSNE at PSNE.org.

Concerns or questions regarding this policy should be directed to the chair of the
Committee on Ministry.

*Through the adoption of A Formula of Agreementin 1997,four churches of Reformation
heritage, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
the Reformed Church in America, and the United Church of Christ entered into a
relationship of full communion.
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VALIDATED MINISTRIES

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND

God is at work in the fast-moving world in which we live, opening up opportunities for Christian
ministry of Word and Sacrament that our ancestors could not have anticipated. As Christ’s faithful
evangelist, the church is called upon to “participate in God’s activity in the world throughits life for
others” (G3.0300), “trusting in God alone as the author and giver of life, sharing the Gospel, and
doing those deeds in the world that point beyond themselves to the new reality in Christ” (G-
3.0400). In trying to determine whether the new opportunities God has been opening up in the
world constitute valid ministries for specialized clergy, the Committee on Ministry is guided first of
all by the Book of Order. G-11.0403 sets the following parameters for continuing members of
presbytery:

“A presbytery shall determine the ministers of the Word and Sacrament who shall be its
continuing members. In making this determination the presbytery shall be guided by written
criteria developed by the presbytery for validation of ministries within its bounds. These
criteria shall be based upon the description of the nature of ordained office found in
G.6.0100 and G6.0200 and the following standards:

1) The ministry of continuing members shall be in demonstrable conformity with the
mission of God’s people inthe world as set forth in Holy Scripture,The Book of
Confessions,and theBook of Orderof this church.
2) The ministry shall be one that serves others, aids others, and enables the ministries
of others.
3) The ministry shall give evidence of theologically informed fidelity to God’s Word.
This will normally require the Master of Divinity degree or its equivalent and the
completion of the requirements for ordination set forth in G-14.0402.
4) The ministry shall be carried on in accountability for its character and conduct to the
presbytery and to organizations, agencies and institutions.
5) The ministry shall include responsible participation in the deliberations and work of
the presbytery and in the worship and service of a congregation.”

Indetermining whether a Validated Ministry complies with these standards and the description of
the nature of ordained office in G-6.0100 and G-6.0200, the Committee on Ministry takes into
account the presbytery’s mission statement. This states the mission of the Presbytery of Southern
New England is to:

Glorify and enjoy God together,

Love and care for one another as individuals and congregations

Empower congregations and individuals to share the good news of Jesus Christ at home
and throughout the world.

In keeping with our mission to empower congregations and individuals to share the good news of
Jesus Christ at home and throughout the world, the Committee on Ministry gives greater priority to
enabling ministry than to regulating ministry.  In keeping with our mission to love and care for one
another as individuals and congregations,  the Committee gives greater priority to accountability
than to total individual freedom to follow the Spirit’s leading.  In keeping with our mission to glorify
and enjoy God together, the Committee seeksto discern whether a particular person is in fact well
suited for the specialized ministry opportunity presented to the committee.

Criteria usedin this discernment process, found in the Book of Order (G-6.0202band G-6.0100),
are whether a particular ministry:

• enjoins“a quality of life and relationships that commends the gospel to all persons and that
communicate its joy and its justice”;

• “equipsand enablesthe people for their tasks within the church and their mission in the
world”;



• devotes “special attention to the poor, the sick, the troubled, and the dying”;

• reaches out “in concern and service to the life of the human community as a whole”.

In addition, the minister shall exhibit a manner of life that is a demonstration of the Christian Gospel
in the church and in the world and is in conformity with Constitutional standards.

To assist the Committee on Ministry in its task of discernment, specialized clergy shall prepare brief
written statements explaining how their ministries are within Book of Order standards, are in
keeping with thePresbytery’s stated mission, conform to the ministry criteria set forth in G-6:0202b
and G-6.0100 listed above, and make ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament either
necessaryor preferable.

With regard to the conduct of their ministries, those whose ministries have been validated shall  be
compliant with  their ordination vows and shall observe the attached Standards of Ethical Conduct
for Ordained Officers of the Church in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) found in the Standards of
Ethical Conduct Approved by the210thGeneral Assembly (1998) Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
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LIFE TOGETHER IN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH:

STANDARDS OF ETHICAL CONDUCT FOR

ORDAINED OFFICERSIN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

As an ordained officer in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority
of Scripture and guided by our Confessions, I affirm the vows made at my ordination, confirm that Jesus
Christis the pattern for my life and ministry and, relying on God’s grace, commit myself to the following

standards of ethical conduct.

I

I will conduct my life in a manner that is faithful to the gospel and consistent with my public ministry. Therefore
I will:

1.Practice the disciplines of study, prayer, reflection, worship, stewardship, and service;

2.Be honest and truthful in my relationships with others;

3.Be faithful, keeping the covenants I make and honoring marriage vows;

4.Treat all persons with equal respect and concern as beloved children of God;

5.Maintain a healthy balance among the responsibilities of my office of ministry, my commitments to
family and otherprimary relationships, and my need for spiritual, physical, emotional, and intellectual
renewal;

6.Refrain from abusive, addictive, or exploitative behavior and seek help to overcome such behavior if
it occurs;

7.Refrain from gossip and abusive speech; and

8.Maintain an attitude of repentance, humility, and forgiveness,responsiveto God s reconciling will.

II

I will conduct my ministry so that nothing need be hiddenfroma governing body or colleagues in ministry.
Therefore I will:

1.Preach, teach, and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ with courage, speaking the truth in
love;

2.Honor the sacredtrust of relationships within the covenant community and observe appropriate
boundaries;

3.Be judicious in the exercise of the power and privileges of my office and positions of responsibility I
hold;

4.Avoid conflicts of interest that might compromise theeffectiveness of my ministry;

5.Refrain from exploiting relationships within the community offaith for personal gain or gratification,
including sexual harassment and misconduct as defined by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) policy;

6.Respectthe privacy of individuals and not divulge information obtained in confidence without express
permission, unless an individual is a danger to self or others;



7.Recognize the limits of my own gifts and training, and refer persons and tasks to others as
appropriate;

8.Claim onlythose qualifications actually attained, give appropriate credit for all sources used in
sermons, papers, music, and presentations, and observe copyrights;

9.Refrain from incurring indebtedness that might compromise my ministry;

10.Be a faithful steward of and fully account for funds and property entrusted to me;

11.Observe limits set by the appropriate governing body for honoraria, personal business endeavors,
and gifts or loans from persons other than family;



12.Accept the discipline of the church and the appropriate guidance of those to whomIam accountable for my
ministry;

13.Participate in continuing education and seek the counsel of mentors and professional advisors;

14.Deal honorably with the record of my predecessor and upon leaving a ministry or officespeak and act in
ways that support the ministry of my successor;

15.** Participate in the life of a ministry setting I left or from which I have retired only as directed by presbytery;

16.** Provide pastoral services for a congregation I previously served only asdirected bythe presbytery and
provide pastoral services to members of other congregations only with the consent of their pastors; and

17.** Consult with the committee on ministry in the presbytery of my residence regarding my involvement in
any ministry setting during my retirement.

III

I will participate as a partner with others in the ministry and mission of the Church universal. Therefore I will:

1.Participate in the mission and governance of the Presbyterian Church (U .s.A.) and work for the unity of the
holy catholic church;

2. Show respect and provide encouragement for colleagues in ministry;

3.Recruit church members responsibly, respect existing congregational relationships, and refrain from
exploiting persons in vulnerable situations; and

4.Cooperate with those working in the world for justice, compassion, and peace, including partners in ministry
of other faith traditions.

** These standards apply only to pastors; they also apply to commissioned lay pastors when they are
performing pastoral functions.



Appendix VII

PRESBYTERY REPORT - 2009
Presbytery Southern New England .

Address 123 Elm St #200

City Old Saybrook , CT 06475

Phone # 860 388-0874

Fax # 860 388-5813

Email Address pamgarner@psne.org

Website www.psne.org

Membership

Prior Active Members: 8,409

Gains Losses
Profession 17 & Under: 123 Certificate: 68
Profession 18 & Over: 265 Death: 90
Certificate: 58 Other: 596
Other: 132
Total Gains: 578 Total Losses: 754

________________________________
Total Active Membership: 8,233
________________________________
Female Members: 4,345
Inactive Members: 1,769
Baptized Members: 1,691
Total Adherents: 11,693
Average Church Attendance: 3,811
Affiliate Members: 777
_____________________________________________________________________________
Baptisms
Children: 135
Adult: 15

______________________________________________________________________________
Officers Age Distributions
Male Elders: 162 25 & Under: 1,184
Female Elders: 165 26 - 35: 1,823
Male Deacons: 96 36 - 55: 1,461
Female Deacons: 229 56 - 64: 977

65 & Over: 1,681

____________________________________________________________
People with Disabilities
Hearing: 196
Mobility: 166
Sight: 60
Other: 64



Christian
Education

Birth 3: 300 Grade 7: 181
Age 4: 124 Grade 8: 181
Kindergarten: 167 Grade 9: 159
Grade 1: 174 Grade 10: 139
Grade 2: 162 Grade 11: 111
Grade 3: 168 Grade 12: 145
Grade 4: 168 Young Adults: 229
Grade 5: 202 Over 25: 1,132
Grade 6: 206 Teacher/Officer: 559
Total: 4,507

________________________________________________________________________________

Racial Ethnic Breakdown Membership Elders Deacons
Asian 138 6 17
Black 267 22 23
Native American 3 0 0
Hispanic 62 1 1
White 6,613 266 245
Other 62 9 9
Totals 7,145 304 295

_______________________________________________________________________________
_
Potential Givi ng Units: 4,411
Budgeted Income: 12,288,826
Budget Expense: 13,264,834
_______________________________________________________________________________
_
Receipts
Regular Contribution: 11,081,925
Capital Building Fund: 916,279
Investment Income: 789,143
Bequests: 681,612
Other Income: 1,101,057
Subsidy or Aid: 6,000
_______________________________________________________________________________
_
Expenditures
Local Program: 11,168,100

Local Mission: 638,033
Capital Expenditure: 1,914,225
Investment Expense: 19,651
Per Capita Aprt: 300,921
Validated Mission: 255,843
Theological Fund: 650
Other Mission: 473,124
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Changes in Membership
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
Active

Members
PIN Church 12/31/02 12/31/03 12/31/04 12/31/05 12/31/06 12/31/07 12/31/08 12/31/09

4620 Ashaway: Babcock 84 61 62 75 72 75 80 63

1274 Barrington 106 100 105 111 108 107 95 98
10562 Brookfield: Valley 155 113 116 112 113 124 125 139
10822 Cranston: Faith 77 65 62 69 46 37 42 33
10027 Cumberland: Calvin 270 227 227 227 227 227 227 * 227*
4581 Darien: Noroton 1730 1752 1356 1323 1357 1413 1461 1499
10157 Enfield: Calvary 273 281 281 248 221 221 206 219

4574 Fairfield: First 389 364 378 378 408 356 346 345
1779 Fall River: Calvary 56 55 55 44 33 25 26 23

10824 Fall River: United Parish 53 44 48 43 44 42 43 44
12117 Fall River: Christ is Life - - - 78 78 78 63 50

4578 Holyoke: First 77 71 62 61 65 65 70 70*

4576 Greenwich: First 770 790 792 794 746 768 759 749

3716 Groton: St. Andrew 184 190 194 211 201 215 196 209
10645 Hamden: New Haven Korean 184 236 245 245 245 245 277 277*
4577 Hartford: First 141 142 147 156 151 140 145 142
10636 Manchester: Gtr Hrtfd Korean 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 * 15
4579 Milford: United 178 164 132 117 115 116 105 102
3719 New Canaan: First 628 639 679 698 620 655 655 628
10985 New Haven: Connecticut Korean 108 108 108 108 108 108 108 * 108*

4580 New Haven: First 219 223 225 229 234 224 219 215
4613 Newport: First 322 336 347 340 334 308 306 329
3765 Old Greenwich 259 228 231 198 175 172 178 139
10939 Providence 73 81 86 81 86 93 112 117

3767 Simsbury: Covenant 182 181 206 193 193 179 - -

3786 Springfield: Christ 125 100 104 112 114 99 95 102
10530 Springfield: MLK Jr Community 72 60 62 73 62 67 53 51
4583 Stamford: First 555 565 565 545 521 513 509 424
4586 Stamford: Turn of River 57 58 58 58 43 42 44 46
4609 Warwick: Greenwood 429 437 431 412 412 377 367 367

4607 Warwick: Woodbury Union 240 206 201 183 186 171 173 169

9427 Waterford: Crossroads 140 129 124 134 139 120 125 121
4585 West Hartford: Westminster 370 382 391 411 401 413 375 385

4618 Westerly: Dunns Corners 386 409 409 438 454 454 424 384

960 Wilton: First 392 392 385 378 363 363 378 344

Total 9306 9211 8891 8905 8697 8634 8409 8233

Gain / Loss -95 -320 +14 -208 -63 -225 -176

Gain / Loss vs Prior Year -1.0% -3.5% +0.2% -2.3% -0.7% -2.6% -2.1%
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Equalization 2010-2011
2009-2010 Active G- Additional Total

PIN Church Commissioners Members 11.0101a Comm. Commissioners
4620 Ashaway: Babcock 2 63 1 0 1
1274 Barrington 2 98 1 0 2 1
10562 Brookfield: Valley 2 139 1 1 2
10822 Cranston: Faith 1 33 1 0 1
10027 Cumberland: Calvin 3 227 1 2 3
4581 Darien: Noroton 7 1499 3 4 7
10157 Enfield: Calvary 3 219 1 2 3
4574 Fairfield: First 3 345 1 2 3
1779 Fall River: Calvary 1 23 1 0 1
10824 Fall Rivers: United Parish 1 44 1 0 1
12117 Fall River: Christ is Life 1 50 1 0 1
4578 Granby: First 1 70 1 0 1
4576 Greenwich: First 6 749 2 4 6
3716 Groton: St. Andrew 3 209 1 2 3
10645 Hamden: New Haven Korean 3 277 1 2 3
4577 Hartford: First 2 142 1 1 2
10636 Manchester: Gtr Hartford Korean 1 15 1 0 1
4579 Milford: United 2 102 1 1 2
3719 New Canaan: First 6 628 2 4 6
10985 New Haven: Connecticut Korean 2 108 1 1 2
4580 New Haven: First 3 215 1 2 3
4613 Newport: First 3 329 1 2 3
3765 Old Greenwich 3 139 1 1 2
10939 Providence 2 117 1 1 2
3786 Springfield: Christ 2 102 1 1 2
10530 Springfield: MLK Jr. Community 1 51 1 0 1
4583 Stamford: First 5 424 1 3 4
4586 Stamford: Turn of River 1 46 1 0 1
4609 Warwick: Greenwood 3 367 1 2 3
4607 Warwick: Woodbury Union 2 169 1 1 2
9427 Waterford: Crossroads 2 121 1 1 2
4585 West Hartford: Westminster 4 385 1 3 4
4618 Westerly: Dunns Corners 4 384 1 3 4
960 Wilton 4 344 1 3 3

Total 91 8233 38 49 87 86
Elder Members of Council 5 6

Total Elders Commissioners 97 93 92

Membership Criteria for Additional Commissioners: less than 100 add 0 commissioners
100 to 174 add 1 commissioner
175 to 374 add 2 commissioners
375 to 574 add 3 commissioners

more than 575 add 4 commissioners

(Revised 5/5/2010 to correct typo on Barrington Presbyterian)
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Minutes
Presbytery Council

03/18/10
The stated meeting of thePresbyteryCouncil was held onMarch 18, 2010at the Old Saybrook office.
ModeratorJudy Babcockcalled the meeting to order at 9:35am withprayer.

A quorum was present.

Present:

Rev. Beth Appel, Elder Judy Babcock, Elder John Berman, Elder Stephanie Brackett, Rev. Barbara
Hager, Rev. Tracy Johnson, *Rev. Dana Lindsley, Rev. Jim Mahan, Rev. Joan Priest, Rev. Chris Tate,
Elder Tom Taylor, Rev. Paul Terry, *Elder Bill Thomas, Rev. David Van Dyke, Elder Pat Wales, and Rev.
John Webster.

Excused: Elder Diane Gilliam, Rev. Jim Glenn,Elder Bill Schimpf, *Rev. William Showalter,Rev. Mary
Marple Thies, andRev. DavidWatermulder

* Ex-officio members

Others invited to participate in the meeting:

DiscernmentTask Force: Rev. Marilyn McNaughton and Rev. Eileen Epperson

Presbyterian Promise: Elders Dan Blackford, Dick Hasbany, Ralph Jones and Lois Maxwell

Discernment Task Force

Marilyn McNaughton led the group in lectio divinadevotions from 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.

Eileen Epperson handed out the Task Forces’ list of slides that could be used in a PowerPoint
presentation.  Also included were three possible questions to beused during the small group discussions.
(See Attachment 1)

The Task Force reported that they are seeking to initiate “holy conversations, community building, and
connecting before content” as they help the Presbytery discern where it wants to go.

Council concurred with the Task Force plan for the May Presbytery meeting.

Presbyterian Promise

Presbyterian Promise representatives Dan Blackford, Dick Hasbany, Ralph Jones and Lois Maxwell were
invited to attend the Council meeting and respond to Council concerns.

Ralph Jones commented that Bill Schimpf had sent the links to Presbyterian Promise’s annual reports.
Ralph passed out copies of the Presbyterian Promise brochure and commented on the section of “Here’s
What We Do.”(See Attachment 2)

Dan Blackfordtalked about their role as advocacy group in response to the General Assembly’sposition
regarding GLBT persons and that their goal is to reconcile and reform the General Assembly’s policies as
they pertain to ordination standards.

Tracy Johnson asked howthe discussion of Presbyterian Promise’s Mission Statement “furthers the
mission of the Presbyterian Church (USA) or the presbytery (By-Law 16.01).

Dana Lindsley reportedthat the General Assemblyhad deleted the provision for “Chapter 9 Advocacy
Groups”in lieu of committee function groups but that the PSNE continued the provision for Advocacy
Groups in the By-Laws.

The discussion was interrupted; however, Council will discuss this further during this Council meeting.



Synod Mission Design Team
Rev. Clint McCoy and Elder Florence Fletcher arrived at the meeting and opened with some history of the
Mission Design of the Synod and the establishment of the five Presbytery Partnership Groups(PPG) in
2005. In order to determine the role and effectiveness, theteam is asking the following four questions.

1.a) Do you feel the PPG structure is effective in supporting the work of your Presbytery?
b) Is the current grouping of presbyteries in the PPGs appropriate?
c) How could the PPG structure be more effective?

2.a) Where do you see the Holy Spirit leading your Presbytery and,
b)What are your top challenges in living it out?

3.a) What does Synod do well for you?
b)What does the Synod do that you can do without?
c) What is Synod not doing that you need?

4.What isit that Synod does or could be doing that Presbyteries would not be able to do by
themselves?

The discussion pointed out that the Synod has been very helpful for our Committee on Ministry and
Committee on Preparation for Ministry through the PPG-wide workshops. The PPG was helpful in
providing funding for our Immigration Task Force.

It was felt that improved communications were needed in that too many Council members lacked
information as to what the PPG does and doesn’t do.

The areas where the PPG workswell include Early Ministry Institute, Camp Wilmot, campus ministry,
Immigration Task Force, new church development, and the Renewed Connectionalism plan.

The PPG appears to be functioning and improving. However, contact with the Synod outside of the PPG
is minimal.

It was expressed that the Holy Spirit appears to be holding the Presbytery together as opposed to leading
us on a new, or old, path. It was also felt that the Holy Spirit was active in leading the Presbytery to
openness and developing trust among us.

The Synod could be helpful by finding or sponsoring continuing education workshops that are only two
days in length allowing participation by clergy that have both family and church responsibilities. Also,
Synod could communicate success stories inevangelism and church growth.

Presbyterian Promise (continued)

The Council renewed the discussion concerning how Presbyterian Promise “furthers the mission of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) or the presbytery.

Tracy Johnson moved to have Council recommend tothe Presbytery that Section 16 of the By-Laws,
Study and Advocacy Groups, be removed fromthe By-Laws of the Presbytery of Southern New England.
It wasM/S/V to postpone the motion.

It wasM/S/V to have the Stated Clerk write a letter to the session of Christ Presbyterian church to
respond to their two questions regarding the Presbyterian Promise Newsletter:

(a)Does the inclusion of the article in an official publicationof a presbytery-endorsed advocacy
group fit the criteria in the by-laws that advocacy groups “further the mission of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) or the Presbytery”?

(b)What mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or the Presbytery does Presbyterian Promise
fulfill?

The Stated Clerk’s response will state that the Council has met with representatives of Presbyterian
Promise and that the Council has not yet formulated a position on the issues and that Council will discuss
this further at their next meeting.



Approval of Minutes

It wasM/S/V that Council approve the minutes of the 12/10/09Council meeting and the 12/17/09 Council
telephone conference.

Treasurer’s Report

Paul Terry reported on behalf of Bill Showalter that “we’re fine.” It wasM/S/V to receive the Treasurer’s
report.(SeeAttachment3)

Personnel Committee

Joan Priest reportedthat the committee met on February 23rdto discuss renewing the five-year terms of
office for the Stated Clerk, Bill Thomas (May 2010), and Executive Presbyter, Dana Lindsley (September
2010).

The committee wants to recommend to Presbytery that Bill Thomas be elected to another five-year term
as Stated Clerk. The committee will meet with Bill on April 6thto review, and modify as needed, the
current job description. It wasM/S/V that Council endorse the Personnel Committee’s recommendation.

Personnel willmeet with Dana and Jill Hudson from the office of the General Assembly on May 24thto
address the goals for the Executive Presbyter position.

Executive Presbyter’s Report

Dana Lindsley reported:

 The Presbytery office now has a “disaster plan”.

 The negotiations with the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center have not made much progress
due to the change of leadership at the Center.

 The “Discerning the Way” document is not adequate and needs to be updated for the future based on
our experiences with the Simsbury church. Once the revisions are made, Dana will send copies out
for input from the Presbytery.  It wasM/S/V to endorse Dana’s plan.

 Dana reminded to Council that the At-Large Members need to nominate the new Council moderator.
Pat Wales will coordinate.

 Dana reported that there are four persons leaving the Council as of May 1st:
Judy Babcock
Jim Glenn
Paul Terry
Bill Schimpf

Council presented them with cards and tokens of appreciation.

Other Business

 Presbyterian Women
Council approved their request to have communion served at their April 24thretreat with Rev. Barbara
Porizky officiating.

 Council Meeting
The next Council meeting will be on August 12, 2010.

 Presbytery Meeting
After discussion, the Council voted to have the next Presbytery meeting on Wednesday, September
15, 2010.

 PPG Connectionalism
Tom Taylor presented the proposal for Renewed Personalized Connectionalism within our PPG.  It
wasM/S/V to endorse the “Renewed Connectionalismwith the two other New England Presbyteries
by having personalized interactions between specific groups of committee and presbytery leaders.”
(See Attachment 4)



Docket for May Presbytery Meeting

Council reviewedthe Proposed Docket that is more concise and experimental.  In order to reduce the
business allottedtime, many of the items requiring a vote will be included in the Consent Motion.  Council
suggested that the Call includea note to alert commissioners of this change.  The following will be added
to the Call to Meeting:

With this meeting being an experimental, more concise format, commissioners are urged to
carefully review the Consent Motion that will contain more business items than usual.
Commissioners should notify the Stated Clerk of any items that they wish to have removed from
the Consent Motion.

Aquestion was raised about a “second reading” for the Immigration Task Force proposal. Bill Thomas
was asked to check the draft minutes and meeting notes to see if the proposal was included.

Post meeting note: The only noting of the Immigration Task Force in the minutes of the February
6, 2010 Presbytery meeting was in the Council Report where “Elder William Schimpf directed the
attention of the Commissioners to the Comprehensive Plan of the Council.”  TheComprehensive
Plan for Addressing Immigration Issues was attached to the December 17, 2009 Council
telephone conference minutes and those minutes did indicate the intent to have a “first reading”
at the February 6thPresbytery meeting.

CouncilM/S/V toapprovethe proposedDocket.

Protest from Rev. Steven Thayer

The following written protest was received by theStated Clerkat the February 6, 2010 Presbytery meeting:

February 6, 2010
(Hand written, handed to Bill Thomas, was asked to bring to Council’s attention)
“I am filing a protest over the manner in which the report of the Ecclesiastical Relations
Committee was conducted. The process of considering the overture appears to have been unfair
and irregular in that:
 It allowed for two speakers for the overture with no set opportunity for those who opposed to

do likewise.
 The cutting off debate did not allow everyone who desired to speak to do so. This is

problematic in that the number of those speaking against the overture was less than those
who spoke for it.

I can appreciate the Councils desire not to get “stuck” on this issue, but believe that this should
be done without sacrificing fairness. Doing so does not engender the trust and inclusiveness
which we claim to desire in PSNE.
Sincerely,

Steve Thayer” (signed)

The Council discussed the concerns expressedin Rev. Thayer’s protest and the Council’s response follows:

The Council apologiesfor any perceived or actual unfairness in theprocess of discussion and
votingon the overture duringtheFebruary 6, 2010 Presbytery meeting. It was not the intention or
desire of the Council,theEcclesiastical Relations Committee, or the Moderator to be unfair.
There weretwoadvocates that spoke in favor of the overture which was endorsed byfour
sessions. When a session submits an overture to the Presbytery is appropriate for an advocate to
speak in behalf of the overture, it would not be appropriate to arrange for Council or the
committee to organize someone to speak against it, which would be the purpose of the floor
debate.
When an amendment from the GA is submittedto the presbyteries for yes or no votesit is highly
appropriate thatthe EcclesiasticalRelations Committee and theCouncil tomake arrangements
forspeakers on both sides of the issue.



In the future, we will work harder to seek fairness in the open floor debate on any issue. Such
steps to ensure that both sides are afforded equal time and opportunity on the floor will be
provided.

Five Churches Letter

Council received a letter from the sessions and pastors of five churches expressing their concerns
regarding the rationale for the overture to amend G-6.01016(b).  The writers of the letter asked that the
record show that:

i.“We affirm Scripture as the infallible Word of God, inspired and preserved by the Holy Spirit and
is the authority for obedience in faith and life and

ii.we reject the rationale that supports the overture to amend 6b …”

The five churches are: Christ Church Springfield;PC Old Greenwich; Calvin Cumberland; Faith Cranston;
FPC Newport; and Calvary Enfield. (See Attachment 5)

CouncilM/S/V to receive the letter and that the secretary send a letter acknowledging receipt of the letter
from the five churches. Council alsorequested that the secretary send copies of the five churches letter to
the four churches that sponsored the overture.

Committee on Ministry

John Webster reported that COM plans to present copies of the Validated Ministries Policy and the
Member At-Large Policy at the May meeting.

At the March COM meeting:

 Mark Tammen spoke and answered questions regarding theBook of Orderand GAPJC decisions
regarding same-sex marriages.

 The COM interviewed John Merz and Graham Robinson. After the interviews, the committee
members indicated that they were “conflicted”.

 John Webster indicated that the Committee may not have a decision regarding JohnMerz and the
pertinent policies for the May Presbytery meeting.

 John Webster was asked to send Paul Terry the resultsof the meeting with John Merz and Graham
Robinson.

Nominations

Tom Taylor reported that the following nominations will be presented to the May Presbytery meeting:

Rev. Marilyn McNaughton, Moderator of Council

Rev. Martha Highsmith, Vice Moderator of Presbytery

Rev. John Webster, Co-chair of COM

Social Justice

Jim Mahan reported on the letter from Joan Ramos and Penny Webster requesting that the new name of
the former Immigration Task Force be theImmigration Working Group.  CouncilM/S/V to approve the
new name. (See Attachment 6)

Adjournment

It wasM/S/V to adjourn the meeting at 3:00 PM and the meeting was closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

William Thomas,Secretary for Council



Attachment 1

POSSIBLE SLIDE TEXT FOR POWER POINT

Discernment Task Force

Council, March 18, 2010

1. What are the steps to build real trust with each other?

2. Do we need to give up some things we are doing at Presbytery?

3. Traditional language: judicatory, governing body, agent of mission,

council. Presbyters, however, are calling for: "glorifying God,

education, connection, fellowship, story-telling, witness and

nurture." A disconnect here?

4. Who are we and whose are we?

5. How are we and the world changing?

6. To what mission is God calling us as PSNE?

7. Alignment is distinct from agreement.

Possible questions to use in small group clusters at the May Presbytery

a. What nurtures you in your relationship with God?

b. What is God doing in your particular church today?

c. How do we help form each other as faithful Christians
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Attachment 4
Proposal for Renewed Personalized Connectionalism

Among the Three New England Presbyteries

In the PCUSA

December 21, 2009

In the fall of 2009 various leaders of the three New England Presbyteries (Northern
New England, Boston, and Southern New England) met for two day-long meetings
for the purpose of discerning if there were some common gifts and needs that could
enhance their respective ministries and missions. This proposal is an outcome of
those meetings.

The Proposal

This proposal seeks endorsement of all three Presbyteries, through their
respective governing processes, to a renewed deepening of our
connectionalism through personalized interactions between specific groups
of committee and presbytery leaders.

The three Presbyteries are already structurally connected by Synod, PPG, and
General Assembly. We have already had a few joint meetings of COM, of CPM. We
already have good working relationships between some staff: stated clerks
especially, and also Executive/General Presbyters. But the connections between
current (and ever changing) leadership of committees, of moderators, of other staff
has not happened. A "renewed" connectionalism seeks to keep what already exists
and build other inter-connections. These connections could happen in whatever
ways seem most effective. But the vision is to see them happen regularly. It is
envisioned that these connections will be between people who have Similar
responsibilities, roles, interests, and needs. Occasionally there may be a larger
meeting of many different leaders as was held in the fall of 2009.

The experience of the leaders who gathered for two days is that there is no
substitute for knowing others personally through some face-to-face meetings. That
doesn't have to be every time these renewed connections happen, but seem to be
necessary at least occasionally. One avenue for those personalized interactions to
begin is at joint training events ... say for moderators, or COM chairs, etc.



Benefits

Potential benefits of this renewed personalized connectionalism..;.

 A sharing of wisdom and experience of those who are dealing with similar
issues (for example, dealing with misconduct or new pastor support);

 More effective and faithful in our committee work by knowing about the
policies and practices of others (for example, parental leave policy and
validated ministry policy);

 More effective administration and staffing through regular interaction and
sharing of responsibilities (for example, lack of duplication of efforts or
sharing of financial recordkeeping);

 Sharing programs and speakers by having larger, more viable numbers of
people and congregations hosting them (for example, engaging a GA staff person
to be at several New England events);

 Building upon the energy and commitments of others by sharing of
opportunities and stories (for example, piggybacking on the South African
partnership of NNE);

 Better personal relationships for mutual support and problem solving (for
example, COM chairs will feel less isolated when they have other COM chairs they
can call upon).

Implementation

1. Moderators of each Presbytery (who were present at the fall 2009 meetings)
will bring this proposal in the form of a motion to their respective governing
bodies (Councilor Presbytery or Leadership Group):

a. "That the Presbytery of ... endorse renewed connectionalism
with the two other New England Presbyteries by having
personalized interactions between specific groups of committee and
presbytery leaders. "

2. Once approved the moderators, staff and officers of each presbytery will
arrange for and invite respective leaders from the following groups to meet
together with their counterparts by September 1[ 2010:

a. COM
b. CPM
c. Council
d. Moderators
e. Financial officers
f. Administrative support staff
g. Stated Clerks
h. Presbytery Leaders/Presbyters/Executives

3. In the fall of 2010 another gathering of all primary leaders (moderators,
clerks, executive/general presbyters, others) will gather together for mutual
sharing, an evaluation of how this renewed connectional ism is going and a
look into the future of the relationships between the three Presbyteries.



Attachment 5
March 11, 2010

TO: Presbytery Council

Attention: Judith Babcock (Moderator and Council Chair pro tem William
Schimpf (Chair -- Presbytery Council)
Dana Lindsley (Executive Presbyter)
William Thomas (Stated Clerk)

It has been reported to us that at the February 6, 2010 presbytery
meeting, the overture to amend G-6.0106(b) was approved by a majority of
approximately 67%. Also reported was the explanation (rationale) which the
sponsors of the overture provided to justify it, which included the following
statement: "As Calvin understood, Scripture contains the word of God, but it is
not the word of God. "

We believe it is errant to attribute such a view to Calvin. And we believe
the statement is a mockery of Scripture for those of us who affirm both the Old
and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative
witness to Jesus Christ and God's Word to us .

Regarding attribution to Calvin, a pastor 1 spoke on the meeting floor in an
attempt to draw attention to the error. The errant statement now appears on the
website for the 219th GA under the sponsorship of our presbytery.

We regard it as a serious breach of an essential part of our covenantal
relationship to have affirmed that "Scripture contains the word of God, but it is not
the word of God." Apparently, the sessions and pastors of the four churches
presenting the overture concur with the statement. And 67% of the attending
commissioners voting to support the overture seemingly concur with it, or are
indifferent about it. We believe this stands contrary to the view of Scripture as
expressed in Scripture itself, the Confessions (notably Westminster Confession,
Chapter 1), as professed by Calvin (rightly understood) and as affirmed at our
ordinations (particularly W-4.4003 b, c and d.)

The Calvin misstatement can be corrected. But what remains without
reconcilement are our respective deeply held views of Scripture and the
consequential implications for our faith, common worship, prayer, behavior and
fellowship - which are not addressed by this letter. We stand on different
foundations for our authority for faith and life.

I The speaker completed his doctoral dissertation on Calvin's writings and life. The remarks that he made
on the floor of presbytery are available on request.



We write this letter so that the presbytery "record" will show that (i) we
affirm Scripture as the infallible Word of God, inspired and preserved by the Holy
Spirit and is the authority for obedience in faith and life and (ii) we reject the
rationale that supports the overture to amend 6b - call it our "overture-scruple."
We acknowledge that those who supported the overture and prepared the
rationale have done so from a sincerely held conviction - but at the same time, it
is also one which we sincerely do not share.

Respectfully submitted by sessions and pastors of --

Christ Church Springfield
PC Old Greenwich
Calvin Cumberland
Faith Cranston
FPC Newport
Calvary Enfield

Please direct questions or requests for further information through Rev. Tracy
Johnson.



Attachment 6

53 Netherlands Avenue
Cranston RI 02905

401-781-2691

March 16, 2010

PSNE Council
Elder William Schimpf, Chair
wps59@hotmail.com

Dear Bill Schimpf PSNE Council and Members of the PSNE Council,

At its most recent transitional meeting on March 4, 2010, members of the former
Immigration Task Force received the news that the Presbytery of Southern New
England, recognizing that the Task Force had properly accomplished its
assignment, decided to dissolve it and instruct its active and potential members to
continue addressing the concern under the Social Justice Committee as a TASK
GROUP.

In response the transitional members express appreciation for the friendly and
supportive way their work was dealt with, but request that the name of the team
called to proceed with the work be changed to IMMIGRATION WORKING
GROUP. The rationale for the change is the understanding that once the task of
articulating policies is fulfilled, what comes next is the work to implement them
- which is more than one task, and is indeed a multi-task work.

On the journey,

Joan Ramos & Penny Webster
Co-Chairs

cc: Elder Bill Thomas, Stated Clerk, PSNE
Rev. James Mahan, Chair, Social Justice Committee
Rev. Dana Lindsley, Executive Presbyter, PSNE


