
     GENERATIONS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

GI – CIVICS (Born 1901-1924)
               ( JFK, Jimmy Carter, Rosa Parks, Sandra Day O’Connor, Ike))

Responsibility and community orientation

Come of age during crisis – seek peace
Want to fit in and get along

Protection and prosperity – hustle and bustle

Want order, balance, and clarity – tradition and organization important
Optimism, civic pride

Heroes and institution builders

Clear sense of right and wrong

Love being parents and encourage their children to be individuals

Strong church orientation – denominational loyalty as team player
Down play differences

God and duty go together

Patriotic  and engaged in politics

Justice oriented and community oriented
Deeply affected by depression – frugal
Stewardship concerns – budget and accountability
God as majestic and benevolent and other
SILENT – ADAPTIVE (born 1925-1942)

(George Bush, Sr.,, MLK,Jr., Jessie Jackson, Oliver North, Bill Cosby, John McCain)
Relationship oriented
Work is organizational, not personal

Embraces corporate systems

Family focus

Church loyal                                                                 (MC CAIN)
Comfortable with a relational Jesus

Like good process, consensus, inclusivity

Respects experts and credentials

Earnest, quiet, human qualities

Nationalists

Enjoy stewardship visits based on stories and people

God as warm, gentle, welcoming parent

BABY BOOMER - IDEALIST (born 1943-1960)

(Bill and Hillary, George W, Oprah, The Chicago 8, Rush Limbaugh)
Values oriented

Intensely self-immersed

Rebellious toward older generations

Work measures person

Strong justice orientation

Leadership based on credentials and experience
Raised in culture of abundance

Conspicuous consumption
Argumentative                                                                  (HILLARY)
TV driven

Life of grace – no consequence of sin

Individualistic meanings – feminism and gay rights
Seekers not joiners

Workaholic

Experience, and not rules, are central

Child focused

NO stewardship visit – home is refuge

MY God….
GEN X – NOMAD (BORN 1961-1981)

(Silicon Valley CEO’s, Tiger Woods, Barack Obama, George Clooney)

Experience oriented

Not as well off as parents - angry at excesses of parents

Latch key kids

Liberty generation – it’s all about me
Raised in rapidly increasing numbers of divorced families

Comfortable in multi-cultural and global environment
Presence of suffering, disappointment, skepticism

Visual not verbal

Interactive and participatory                                               (OBAMA)             
Leadership based on gifts and talents and personality

Don’t have history, lingo – anti-tribalism

Don’t have a clue how to live the Christian life

Task forces, not committees

Techies of highest order - bloggers
Pragmatic minded

Hard working, hard playing – balance is important

Stewardship – focus on time and talent – not money – debt load

Web Sites – not  newspapers or snail mail – electronic giving

Stewardship – focus on time and talent – not money – debt load

God can persuade me….
MILLENNIAL – GEN Y – CIVIC (born 1982-2003)
(Prince Harry and William, Britney Spears, Internet Entrepreneurs)


Responsibility and community oriented

Rules and respect important

Clear sense of right and wrong

Powerful, capable, competent

Environmentalists

Working together on local interests

Teaching the basics

Renewed interest in order and structures

Parents as friends

Shopping malls as social meccas
Facebook, MySpace, YouTube, instant messaaging
Latest version of the American dream – can do attitude

Team players

Yearning for inner world to be calm – religious awakening

Justice and pragmatism

Cooperation, community, harmony, and balance are important

Optimism and hope
Stewardship makes sense as part of world view

OUR God is….





And the world keeps turning……
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